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1. Backgrounc

e  On 5t March 21 Doncaster Council
initiated a complex abuse
investigation into 3 specialist,
independent, residential settings run
by the Hesley Group, in response to
whistle blowing referrals
OFSTED had received a number of
complaints regarding the settings,
dating back to 2015
Significant numbers of allegations had
also been reported to the LADO
Investigators identified a catalogue of
abuse and serious harm to the most
vulnerable in society and South
Yorkshire Police instigated a complex
criminal investigation
In January 2022 a national review was
launched due to the seriousness of
the concerns and number of
authorities involved
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4. Findings continued...

e  The settings demonstrated weakness in their compliance with
statutory reporting requirements under the Children’s Home (England)
Regulations 2015.

Inaccurate & inconsistent record keeping and reporting by the settings
meant that OFSTED and placing authorities had a false picture of care
There were major failings in the operation of the LADO function
Intelligence available to OFSTED was not bought together with enough
rigour to identify risk and escalate intervention earlier

There was a risk of fragmentation between different teams involved
within the placing authority. In particular, the roles of special
educational needs and disabilities teams, social work teams and health
teams were not always fully aligned, with a lack of clarity about their
respective roles



