1. Background

This case relates to the death of 2.5
months old baby who was born
prematurely and placed on a universal
plus enhanced level of health visiting
service. Routine in home was for baby to
sleep in same bed as Mother and Sibling.
Mother had been drinking that evening
during a social visit with a friend. Baby
found unresponsive in the early hours and
declared dead by Paramedics at the scene.
Child and family had no contact with
Children’s Services and Police prior to
death. No safeguarding issues raised by
health services prior to death.
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4. Learning Point 3

It is recognised that cut backs in funding to
health visiting services over a number of years
has resulted in Health Visitors having less time
and capacity to visit and provide home visits and
support to families.
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