1. Background

This review relates to a young person (ASH)
who died by suicide at the age of 17 years. The
youngest of 2 siblings, ASH’s parents separated
when ASH was just 8 years old and both siblings
went to live with Mother. At the age of 14 years
ASH's behaviour started to deteriorate at School
Surrey Thematic and there were concerns raised about possible
child exploitation and substance misuse. ASH
went to live with Father and his new partner and
18 month update report (Mar 22) a decision made to commence home schooling.
Prior to ASH’s death there is evidence of
substance abuse, drug dealing and being
involved in county lines. Mum returned to live in
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4. Key Findings (2)

Where medical and psychological assessments are carried out by private
consultants it is vital that findings are communicated to GPs in local
community services so that they can be included in multi agency decision
making. The private diagnosis of ADHD and the prescribing of medication
was not shared with other services, including the GP.

The decision to educate Ash at home coincided with a move to live with his
father and a change of area. The decision was made in good faith but the
effect of this was that ASH became invisible to all services. There is
currently no legal obligation for a parent to register or inform a local
authority that their child is being educated at home.


https://surreyscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Final-Child-ASH-report-17-July-2023-1.pdf
https://surreyscp.org.uk/documents/surrey-thematic-review-of-probable-adolescent-suicides-18-month-update-report-mar-22/
https://surreyscp.org.uk/documents/surrey-thematic-review-of-probable-adolescent-suicides-18-month-update-report-mar-22/
https://surreyscp.org.uk/documents/surrey-thematic-review-of-probable-adolescent-suicides-18-month-update-report-mar-22/
https://surreyscp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Surrey-Safeuarding-Partnership-Toolbox-V14-December-2021.pdf

