Definition

Neglect is defined in Working Together to
Safeguard Children (2018) as:

“The persistent failure to meet a child’s basic

physical and/or psychological needs, likely to

result in the serious impairment of the child’s
health or development”

Voice of the Child

‘Child neglect involves failing to meet a child’s
basic needs, including leaving them hungry, dirty,
without sufficient shelter or clothing or meeting

their medical needs.’
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Background

In the latest triennial review of serious case reviews (2019), neglect
was found to be a factor in the lives of the children who died or
were seriously harmed; neglect featured in 208 of 278 cases (75%)
and was the primary factor in 19% of the cases reviewed. In 2020,
an SSCP briefing report into the themes emerging from 13 case
reviews in Surrey between 2016 and 2020, highlighted that
recognising and providing a timely response to cases of neglect
was imperative to reduce significant harm. The report highlights
how professionals can find it challenging to evidence significant
and cumulative harm as a result of neglect. It can be accessed here;
Annex 2 - Thematic Review of Serious Cases.pdf

(surreycc.gov.uk)
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Neglect is the most common category of abuse for
children subject to child protection (CP) plans. In
Surrey the total number of children on CP plans

was 1,136 where 62% have identified neglect as a

factor (31st March 2019).
Surrey Police has recorded 117 cases of Cruelty or
Neglect of children from April 2019 to April 2020.
In Surrey, parental mental health issues and
domestic abuse are linked to neglect.
Neglect is more likely to be identified in the 0-4
followed by the 10-14 age groups.

Further reading and resources

SSCP procedures link_

SSCP website (includes neglect screening tool and
GCP2)__

Surrey C-SPA contact details and request for
support form
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https://surreyscb.procedures.org.uk/
https://surreyscb.procedures.org.uk/
https://surreyscb.procedures.org.uk/
https://www.surreyscp.org.uk/resources-category/abuseandneglect/
https://www.surreyscp.org.uk/resources-category/abuseandneglect/
https://www.surreyscp.org.uk/resources-category/abuseandneglect/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/childrens-social-care/contact-childrens-services
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/childrens-social-care/contact-childrens-services
https://mycouncil.surreycc.gov.uk/documents/s69202/Annex%202%20-%20Thematic%20Review%20of%20Serious%20Cases.pdf
https://mycouncil.surreycc.gov.uk/documents/s69202/Annex%202%20-%20Thematic%20Review%20of%20Serious%20Cases.pdf

