1. BACKGROUND

Between 1st April 2014 and 31st
March 2020, 12 children and young
people met the case definition for
the thematic review of probable
suicide. This represents a 100%
increase since the previous 6-year
reporting period (1st April 2009 -
31st March 2014). 9 of the children
and young people were male (75%)
and 3 females (25%). 5 (42%) were
aged 10-14 years. The youngest was
fourteen years old. This briefing
presents the key findings.
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4. GENDER & SUBSTANCE MISUSE

GENDER: 75% of the young people in the review were male. This is
in line with the results of the Manchester Suicide in Children and
Young People study where they found that the number of male
suicides was higher than females, especially in the late teens and
early 20s, with a male to female ratio of 2.6:1 in those aged 15-19,
and 3.7:1 in those aged 20 and over.

SUBSTANCE MISUSE & ALCOHOL: 25% of the young people in the
review had been using drugs or alcohol. According to research,
there is a link between risk taking including drug and alcohol use
and suicide. Young people using substances such as alcohol and/or
drugs are more likely to complete suicide.



