1. Background

This Rapid Review relates to the death of a five-
and-a-half-month-old baby.

Mum reported that her baby would not settle in
a Moses basket and so Mum, Dad, the baby
and one sibling would normally sleep on the
sofa together with the baby at Mum'’s feet (top
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During the night she fed her baby with no
known difficulties.

Parents reported that they woke in the morning
and found their baby unresponsive and not
breathing.

Paramedics attended and took the baby to
hospital to continue resuscitation but was
pronounced deceased shortly after being
admitted.

7 §

MINUTE
BRIEFING

dadmatters@homestarthost.org.uk.

surreycc.gov.uk/scsa
surreychildrens.academy@surreycc.qov.uk

4. Key lines of enquiry continued

Disengagement by Mum with the Health Visitor caused a significant delay in
opportunities to review her baby’s health, growth and development, which
hindered a further opportunity to review and repeat safer sleep advice and
prevented further exploration around the parental relationship and other
family health needs.

Although the Health Visitor attempted several times to contact Mum, an
opportunist home visit or planned joint visit with the Social Worker may have
been more successful, however it had been difficult to reach the Social
Worker, so this wasn’t arranged.
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