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The death of a child has a profound and lasting impact on families, professionals, schools and wider communities. The Child Death Review (CDR) process is a statutory requirement under the Children Act 2004 and Working Together to Safeguard Children (2023). Every child death under the age of 18 must be investigated and reviewed to understand how and why the child died and to identify any learning that could prevent future deaths. The findings of each case are submitted to the National Child Mortality Database (NCMD) to inform local and national learning.
The CDR process begins at the moment of the child’s death, not later in the review period. Immediate coordination, safeguarding consideration and family support are therefore core statutory elements which are carried out in Surrey by the Surrey Child Death Review Partnership.
Surrey’s nurse-led, seven-day Child Death Review service is nationally recognised as a model of best practice and the Child Death Review Statutory and Operational Guidance (2018) confirms that a senior nurse may act as Lead Health Professional for deaths requiring a Joint Agency Response (JAR).
The Surrey model ensures that when a child dies unexpectedly:
· A CDR Nurse attends the home or Emergency Department to support the family and begin the JAR immediately.
· Information is gathered rapidly from police, health and social care to assess risk to siblings and others.
· Communication is coordinated across education, public health, safeguarding and primary care.
· Families do not face the early hours of bereavement without skilled emotional and practical support.
· The model ensures high standards, avoids variation, and provides strong leadership across complex cases.
The Surrey CDR Team is responsible for providing the role of ‘key worker’ as outlined within the Child Death Review: Statutory and Operational Guidance (2018).  The processes that follow the death of a child are complex, in particular when multiple investigations are required. Recognising this, all bereaved families should be given a single, named point of contact to whom they can turn for information on the CDR process, and who can signpost them to sources of support. The role of keyworker is undertaken by the Specialist Nurse for Child Death Reviews. All families in Surrey are allocated a Specialist CDR Nurse who fulfils the role of keyworker. 
The Surrey CDR Team will be running one hour learning events for professionals on the role of the CDR Nurse in Surrey.

	Date and Time
	Topic
	Booking Link

	Monday 8th December 2025
1.00pm – 2.00pm
	The Role of the Child Death Review Nurse in Surrey
	click here to book

	Wednesday 21st February 2026 7.00pm – 8.00pm
	The Role of the Child Death Review Nurse in Surrey
	click here to book
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